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self with Count Hertzberg, and thus put his
nephew out of fear. This he might with the
greater security do, because that Hertzberg, rela-
tive to him, could be nothing more than a first
clerk, who, if he should act uprightly, would make
as good a clerk as another; and who, should he
endeavour to deceive, might be the more easily
crushed, after having been admitted a colleague.
I have had much difficulty in persuading him,
for Baron Knyphausen, the brother-in-law of
Hertzberg, and his irreconcilable enemy, because
that their interests clash, is possessed of the entire
political confidence of the Prince; of which he
is worthy, for he is a very able man, and perhaps
the only able man in Prussia; but as he is in
danger of a confirmed palsy as his mind and body
both decay, and as the Prince himself perceives
they do, I was able to effect my purpose by
dwelling on all these circumstances, while I
heaped exaggerated praise on Baron Knyphausen,
and expressed infinite regret for his situation;
so that I have prevailed on the Prince, and have
personally received a commission to negotiate an
accommodation, between him and Hertzberg; for man who wants this knowledge can  do
